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RE:  Urban Design Report for Thirroul Plaza, Lawrence Hargrave Drive, Thirroul  

 

This letter is an addendum to the Urban Design Report for Thirroul Plaza, prepared by Studio 
GL. It responds to the following issue raised by the Wollongong Design Review Panel on 26 
May 2020 regarding streetscape analysis:  

The Applicant should conduct a streetscape analysis to draw the predominant parapet lines 
and datums across the main streets and position the proposal in elevational form to illustrate 
how the proposed heights will compare with the rest of the town centre. Any departures from 
the existing and evolving characters should be evident as deliberate attempts to mark 
termination of vistas, arrival points or break the continuity of the form at key locations. All 
these principles enhance the design and assist in increasing legibility, the sense of fine grain 
and way-finding. An analysis-based response would make it easier to understand the various 
responses to the public domain that have been presented thus far. 

Response  

The existing streetscape character of the buildings located to the south and east of the site is 
diverse and inconsistent. It can be grouped into four parts: 

 Part A is the southern side 
of Lawrence Hargrave 
Drive, to the west of 
Raymond Road 

 Part B is the southern side 
of Lawrence Hargrave 
Drive between Raymond 
Road and McCauley Street 

 Part C is The Beaches 
hotel  

 Part D is the eastern side 
of King Street  

 

 

 

Part A includes 325 Lawrence Hargrave Drive and is the Parish of St Michael and the church 
is a single storey brick building with steeply sloping tiled roof. While it has a small setback to 
Lawrence Hargrave Drive it has generous side setbacks and is a landmark stand alone 
building and does not read as an integral part of the retail centre. The church is not a 
heritage item.  



 

Felicity Lewis BArch MArch MBA  I  Director Architecture  I  Nominated Architect NSW Reg: 6861 

Diana Griffiths BArch MURP(Hons) RPIA(Fellow)  I  Director Urban Design                         

 

325 Lawrence Hargrave Drive (source: Google Street View) 

Part A also includes 309-319 Lawrence Hargrave Drive, which is a single storey building with 
three shopfronts facing Lawrence Hargrave Drive with a parapet roof. An adjoining smaller 
building, known as 309 Lawrence Hargrave Drive, is a nursey with a small single storey 
building setback more than 4m off Lawrence Hargrave Drive. These buildings are not a 
heritage item. The desired future character of this site is a two storey development facing 
Lawrence Hargrave Drive and Raymond Road, with a single storey section at the rear 
adjoining residential sites.  

 

309-319 Lawrence Hargrave Drive (source: Google Street View)  

 

Part B includes 291-301 Lawrence Hargrave Drive and 303-307 Lawrence Hargrave Drive. 
This section of Lawrence Hargrave Drive, which is opposite this site displays the longest, 
most consistent streetscape close to the site. 303-307 Lawrence Hargrave Drive is a two 
storey early 20th century building, with a roof form that is a mix of a parapet and pitched. It is 
symmetrical around the central bay and provides three shopfronts. It is not a heritage item. 
The desired future character of this site is a two storey development facing Lawrence 
Hargrave Drive, with a third level setback from the street.  
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293-301 Lawrence Hargrave Drive is a two storey art deco style building with a parapet roof 
form. This building and the building at 291 Lawrence Hargrave Drive appear to have been 
built at the same time and share similar architectural elements including horizontally 
proportioned windows, and decorative elements that tie the windows together and 
emphasise the horizontal lines. The shopfronts below the awning are linked by a decorative 
tiled detail in blue, cream and black. The break up of shopfronts below the awning is not 
consistent with the window placement above the awning. These buildings are not a heritage 
item. The desired future character of this site is a two storey development facing Lawrence 
Hargrave Drive, with a third level setback from the street.  

Sketch of 291- 301 Lawrence Hargrave Drive and 303-307 Lawrence Hargrave Drive  (source: Studio GL) 

 

Part C is The Beaches hotel on the corner of Lawrence Hargrave Drive and King Street. It is 
predominantly one storey masonry building with a small two storey element adjoining the 
subject site. The building has generous verandahs facing Lawrence Hargrave Drive and King 
Street and is set well back from the street boundaries (up to 17m). It is not a heritage item. 
The desired future character of this site is a two storey development along both Lawrence 
Hargrave Drive and King Street, with a third level setback from these two streets. 

 

The Beaches Hotel (source: Google Street View) 
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Part D includes 1 King Street, 3 King Street. 1A King Street and Anita’s Theatre. King Street 
is a single storey masonry building with a flat and gabled roof form. The building is not 
connected to others on the street and has a small landscaped front setback. It is not a 
heritage item. The desired future character of this site is a two storey development facing 
King Street with a single storey section to the rear. 

 

 

1 King Street (source: Google Street View)  

 

3 King Street is a two storey brick building with a gently pitched metal roof. The building is 
not connected to others on the street and has a small setback with veranda along King 
Street, part of which is slightly elevated. It is not a heritage item. The desired future character 
of this site is a two storey development facing King Street with a single storey section to the 
rear. 

 

King Street looking towards Lawrence Hargrave Drive with 3 King Street in the foreground 

 (source: Studio GL) 
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1A King Street is a three storey brick masonry building at the rear of the heritage listed two 
storey Anita’s Theatre, on the corner of Lawrence Hargrave Drive and King Street. The 
building is one storey at street level with a setback, partly to two additional storeys with a 
parapet roof and partly to one additional storey with a gently pitched metal roof. This building 
has a small awning above red tiled shop fronts. The section of Anita’s Theatre facing King 
Street is two storeys high with a roof sloping away from the street. It has a wide awning 
above shopfronts and is connected to others on the street with green tiled walls and small 
decorative shopfronts. The windows to the first floor are a square opening, each with two 
vertically proportioned stained glass windows. It is a heritage item and the desired future 
character of this site is identified as ‘heritage’. 

 

 

1A King Street (source: Google Street View) Anita’s Theatre from King Street (part) 

(source: Google Street View) 

Streetscape Summary  

The existing character of the adjoining and adjacent properties is a diverse mix of single and 
two storey developments. Some of these buildings ‘read’ as part of a wider cohesive 
streetscape but others are disconnected from adjoining properties and/or set back from the 
street boundary. The consistent characteristics of the existing buildings are: 

 One to two storey development with flat parapet roofs. 

 Generous awnings over the footpaths along Lawrence Hargrave Drive. 

 The break up of shopfronts below the awnings is not always aligned with windows 
above the awning.  

 Window proportions are mixed with some reading as square or vertical while other 
designs emphasize horizontal lines.   

 Other than Anita’s Theatre, which is a heritage item, the desired future character is 
identified in the DCP as a 2 storey street wall with any third storey set back from the 
street.  
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Design Response  

The proposed development is compatible with both the existing and desired future character 
of the centre.  

 The massing of the building along Lawrence Hargrave Drive has been broken into 
two buildings separated by a generous stairway leading to the communal open 
space. This gap is located close to the intersection of Raymond Road where it 
assists with wayfinding and connectivity. The gap also provides glimpses to the 
escarpment behind.  

 The third level is set well back from the street boundary and will be partly concealed 
by the solid parapet edge of the second floor. A horizontal detail along the parapet 
edge helps to tie the parapet together and references horizontal banding in other 
parts of Thirroul.  

 At street level the details are a mix of face brick, tiles and generous glazing to street 
level retail with generous awnings above. 

 Curved walls have been used to subtly direct people toward entries and around 
corners created by the unusual triangular shape of the site.  

 Curved forms at street level and on upper levels along Lawrence Hargrave Drive 
allow the building to “face” the prominent corners facing WF Jackson Park and The 
Beaches hotel. 

 The building form creates a strong vertical rhythm along the street with brick piers 
that link the ground level and first floor and the simple parapet form.   

 At the south western edge, where the building adjoins WF Jackson Park, the floor to 
ceiling height of the ground floor has been reduced. This reduces the overall height 
of the development in this part of the building, bringing it closer in height to the lower 
development on the opposite side of the street which is currently one storey and can 
be two storeys high under the current DCP controls.  

 

 
Sincerely yours,  

 

Diana Griffiths  

Director – Urban Design  
Studio GL Pty Ltd 


